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What is the Two-Way Spanish 
Immersion Program?

Boone’s Two-Way Spanish Immersion 
Program offers students a great opportunity 
to become biliterate and bicultural through 

the implementation of a Common Core 
Standards based, multicultural curriculum.



Benefits of Immersion
� Established program since 2008/2009

� Students emerge bilingual and biliterate

� Cultural Curriculum of Latino and Spanish speaking 
countries

� Challenging Curriculum (Academic Spanish is 
spoken)

� Career advantages

� Academic advantages



Students Learn To Celebrate Cultural 
Diversity



90/10 Spanish Immersion 
Model

� Kindergarten & 1st- 90% Spanish 10% 
English

� 2nd Grade -80% Spanish 20% English

� 3rd Grade- 70% Spanish 30% English

� 4th and 5th Grade- 50% Spanish 50% English



90/10 Model at Work
� Children as language partners

� Focus on Spanish literacy in Kinder, 1st and 2nd

grade

� Oral Language Development in English as a 
powerful tool for transfer.

� Formal English instruction begins at 3rd grade

� 4th and 5th grade 50% of the day in each language



Teaching strategies
Teachers will…

� create visuals, realia, manipulatives, and other 
concrete materials.

� use gestures, facial expressions and body language.

� use what students already know and extend 
approximations of learning and language 
development.

� create an environment where students feel safe to 
take risks.



How can parents help?

� Continue to strengthen the child’s home language. Read 
to your children in home language, encourage English 
writing, and introduce home language word games like 
crossword puzzles, word searches, Scrabble and 
Password.

� Purchase a Spanish/English dictionary.

� Remember that most skills learned in the first language 
are transferred to the second. 

� Provide opportunities to use the target language outside 
of the classroom: borrow or buy books and videos, watch 
second-language TV with your child, and expose your 
child to second-language events and activities like plays, 
interest courses, and sport activities.



SDUSD Seal of Biliteracy
The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given by a school, 

school district, or county office of education in 
recognition of students who have studied and attained 
proficiency in two or more  languages by high school 
graduation.  

Appearing on the transcript of the graduating senior, the 
Seal of Biliteracy is an indicator of accomplishment for 
future employers and for college admissions.



Pathway Awards
Grade 5

Immersion 
Medallion 

and 
Pathway

Certificate

� These awards are designed to 
reward engagement in 
pursuit of language skills in 
two or more languages, to 
affirm positive attitudes 
towards multilingualism, and 
to validate the use of multiple 
languages for all 
students. Additionally, these 
awards promote the need for 
students to continue in long 
term, sequential world 
language study in high 
school.



Immersion Medallion

� Participation in program

1.   The immersion
medal is a recognition
that the student has 
completed the
elementary Immersion
Program.

2.   The immersion
medal is formally
awarded at the end of
the year during the
Exhibition Program. 

Pathway Award

� Awarded to students that meet
specific academic district

criteria.

1. Reclassification, if an
English Learner

2. Demonstrate
proficiency in English
and Spanish Language
Arts

Medallion and Pathway Award



Secondary Pathways Options
� Middle School Pathways in San Diego Unified 

� Roosevelt Middle School
� Longfellow K-8
� Language Academy K-8

� 9-12 Grade: High School
� 9th Grade:  Spanish for Spanish Speakers 5-6
� 10th Grade: AP Spanish Language 1-2 or AP Spanish Literature 1-

2
� 11th Grade:  Honors Spanish 7-8
� 12th Grade:  AP Spanish Literature 1-2

Other secondary options exist in San Diego county.



Two-Way Dual Language 
Immersion
To learn more about 

Two-Way Dual Language Immersion visit:

� Center for Applied Linguistics/ cal.org

� National Foreign Language Center/nflc.umd.edu

� American Council of Teaching Foreign Languages/ actfl.org

� Colorin Colorado/ colorincolorado.org

� San Diego County Office of Education/ sdcoe.net


